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Original and Selected Articles. 


CASE OF CEREBRO SPINAL 
MENINGITIS. 


By E. W. LANE, M. D., of Georgia. 


oo 


Thinking it might interest some of 
your numerous readers, I send you re- 
port of a case of cerebro spinal meningiits 
which occurred the latter part of August, 
1876, My little son, aged 15 years, had, 
for two or three days, complained of 
soreness in his legs and arms, and was 
puffed about his eyes. The night pre- 
vious to his attack, he was troubled with 
nightmare, and slept but little. At 
breakfast he ate but little, and com- 
plained of slight headache, but went to 
school as usual. About 3 o0’clock p. ., 
my wife received a message that he was 
very sick, and went, with horse and 
buggy, to bring him home. She found 
him suffering with severe headache and 
high fever, with occasional spasmodic 
contractions of the upper extremities. 


Shortly after she got him home, I came | 





in, and found him convulsed—Opistho- 
tonos well marked. I was not long in 
making out my diagnosis, and proceeded 
at once to combat the formidable enemy. 
As soon as his muscles were sufficiently 
relaxed, and he could swallow, I gave 
him xv grs. of calomel with j gr. of 
podophylin, shaved both temples and 
scarified them well, and applied cups 
until I drew about six ounces of blood. 
I then applied cold water to his head by 
pouring it from a pitcher held at one or 


two feet distant from his head, and suf- 
fering itto fall ina small stream, until 
several gallons had been poured on his 
head, when he expressed himself as feel- 
ing better. Soon after I stopped the 
water, his head began to get hot, and in 
a few minutes he had another convulsion. 
After it passed off, which was several 
minutes, I applied a mustard plaster 
about two inches wide over the whole 
length of the spinal column, and gave 
him 20 drops of Tincture Gelseminum 
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Sempervirens. In about half an hour 
afterwards, he had another convulsion, 
after which I gave him 30 drops more. 
In half an hour, he again had a slight 
convulsion. I repeated the dose by 
giving 40 drops more, and in about an 
hour his muscular system became per- 
fectly relaxed, he perspired freely, and 
fell asleep. He slept about two hours, 
when he awoke with another convulsion, 
though not so bad as at first. I gave 
him 30 drops more, and continued to 
give it in 20 drop doses every two hours 
for about five days, during which time, 
whenever, by neglect, or forgetfulness, 
we would suffer him to come from under 
the influence of Gelseminum, the convul- 
sive symptoms would return, but a single 
dose wouldallay them. I gave no other 
medicine. Gave an injection of soapsuds 
once daily to procure an action on his 
bowels, and occasionally would pour 
cold water on his head when it became 
very hot—frequently applied cold, wet 
cloths to his forehead, He was delirious 
four days and nights, talking foolishly ; 
had to be watched to keep him on his 
bed. On the sixth day he began to 
show signs of returning reason, and on 
the seventh could answer questions and 
ask for water. He continued to mend 
slowly, and at the end of three weeks 
was convalescent, though very weak. 
His hair all fell out, but, by the aid of 
tonics, has recovered his health, grows 
finely, and his mind perfectly good. 
[The above case is interesting as prov- 
ing the great anti-spasmodic powers of 
gelseminum, and the safety with which 
under some circumstances large doses 
oft repeated may be borne. It is a fine 


febrifuge, and quinia will be well borne 
during the febrile exascubation if each 
dose be combined with ten or fifteen 
drops of the gelseminum.—Ebs. | 








CONSTIPATION. 
BY L. B. ANDERSON, of Va. 


I have a venerable patient in his 87th 
year, who from early manhood has 
scarcely had an alvine evacuation oft- 
ener than once in fourteen days. He 
has enjoyed, nevertheless, remarkable 
exemption from disease. There is but 
little doubt, that his kidneys have per- 
formed for many years, more than their 
accustomed labor. And _ occasionally 
they have, within the last few years suf- 
fered from unusual irritation. His blad- 
der also, has experienced the effect of 
the morbid secretion from the kidneys, 
to a considerable degree, within the last 
three years. During the past winter, 
and up to this time, he has suffered from 
a severe rheumatic affection of the hips, 
loins, bladder and spermatic cord. Du- 
ring this time he has taken large quan- 
tities of iodide and bromide of potassium, 
wine of colchicum, ipecac, cohosh, 
quinine, etc., and other agents occasion- 
ally having a decided cathartic tendency. 
But the habit of his life has not been 
broken, and only once in two weeks 
would he have an action of his bowels. 

Some three weeks ago, I deemed it 
necessary, to relieve pain and cystic irri- 
tability at night, and thus procure rest, 
to give him at bed time, a pill composed 
of 1 grain of opium and 2 grains of gum 
camphor. In two days after he com: 
menced their use, he had a free passage 





from his bowels, and had not, many days | j 
after, when I last saw him, failed to have | 
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a full evacuation every day, or at the} — im 
most, every other day. du 
A very interesting and practical phy-} ly. 
siological and philosophical principles} | 1 
involved’ in this fact, and I record it for pre 
the investigation and consideration |” “ 
pa the 


my medical brethren. 
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GELSEMINUM SEMPERVIRENS, 
YELLOW GELS. 


(WILD WOODBINE.) 


[Extract from the Manuscript of Materia Medica (by 
I. J. M. Goss, A. M., M. D., Marietta, Ga.,) to be 
published by Subscription, and now in press at St. 
Louis, Mo. 


' BOTANICAL DESCRIPTION.—Gelsemi- 
num is the Bignonia Sempervirens of 
Linnzus, and the Gelsiminum Nitridum 
of Michaux and Purch. It is an ever- 
green, having twining, smooth, glabrous 
stem, with opposite, perennial, lan- 
ceolate, entire leaves, which are dark 
green above, but pale beneath, standing 
The flowers are yel- 
low, and of an agreeable odor, and stand 
on axillary peduncles; the calix is very 
small, with five sepals; the corolla is fun- 
nel-shaped, with a spreading border, and 





_ with five lobes, nearly equal; stamens 


five; pistils, two; capsules, two-celled, 


compressed, flat, two partible; seeds 
- flat, and attached to the margin of the 
_ valves. 
- beautiful evergreen, climbing plants and 
trees to the height of fifty to one hun- 
_ dred feet. 


The berries are black. It is a 


It has beautiful yellow flow- 
ers in spring and is often cultivated for its 
shade, and as an ornament. The root 
is the part used in medicine. It is sev- 
eral feet in length, with scattered fibres 
of various sizes. The medical virtues 


4 reside in the bark of the root. 


TOXICAL EFFECTS.—In_ over-doses 


3 Gelseminum will produce great relaxa- 
_ tion and prostration, and finally paraly- 


sis of all the voluntary muscles; and 


_ pushed still further, it will paralyze the 


involuntary muscles, and thereby pro- 
duce death, which it has done frequent- 
ly, 

It first affects the muscles of the eye 
producing also dimness of sight; then 





In this stage the functions of the brain 
are not always abolished, but can be 
aroused by electricity and physical 
agitation of the body. In some cases, 
however, a deep stupor occurs, lasting 
until death or convalescence takes place. 
In some cases, when large doses have 
been taken, the brain becomes suddenly 
congested (from atony of the venous 
capillaries,)and a kind of apoplexy takes 
place. In this state life may often be 
saved by stimulants and galvanism freely 
applied to the spine. 

THE SPHERE OF ACTION,--Gelsemi- 
num principally acts upon the motor 
side of the spinal cord, the brain and 
mucous membranes. The _ sensory 
nerves are not as profoundly affected by 
Gelseminum as by aconite. It will be 
seen at once that Gelseminum is a rem- 
edy for convulsions—first of the volun- 
tary, then of the involuntary muscles. 
In chorea, hysteria, tetanus, puerperal 
spasms, and the spasms of all the hollow 
organs and also of the sphincter muscles 
Gelseminum will act promptly. 

It is a valuable remedy in the hot 
stage of fevers of an active form. I 
had recently a case of remittent fever 
with dysentery, in a lady that was preg 
nant, and fearing to use quinia, I gave 
her Gelseminum in small, repeated 
doses, so as to keep up its effects, which 
checked the fever and aided very much 
in the treatment of the dysentery. In 
many local inflammations, especially 
where the mucous membranes are in- 
volved, I have found it a very valuable 
remedy, as in catarrhal affections. In 
hyperesthesia and neuralgia it often 
gives relief promptly. In epidemic in- 
fluenza, at any season of the year, 
where the attacks are attended with 
chilly sensations, a torpid, heavy sensa- 
tion, with great aching of the back an 
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Sempervirens. In about half an hour 
afterwards, he had another convulsion, 
after which I gave him 30 drops more. 
In half an hour, he again had a slight 
convulsion. I repeated the dose by 
giving 40 drops more, and in about an 
hour his muscular system became per- 
fectly relaxed, he perspired freely, and 
fell asleep. He slept about two hours, 
when he awoke with another convulsion, 
though not so bad as at first. I gave 
him 30 drops more, and continued to 
give it in 20 drop doses every two hours 
for about five days, during which time, 
whenever, by neglect, or forgetfulness, 
we would suffer him to come from under 
the influence of Gelseminum, the convul- 
sive symptoms would return, but a single 
dose wouldallay them. I gave no other 
medicine. Gave an injection of soapsuds 
once daily to procure an action on his 
bowels, and occasionally would pour 
cold water on his head when it became 
very hot—frequently applied cold, wet 
cloths to his forehead, He was delirious 
four days and nights, talking foolishly ; 
had to be watched to keep him on his 
bed. On the sixth day he began to 
show signs of returning reason, and on 
the seventh could answer questions and 
ask for water. He continued to mend 
slowly, and at the end of three weeks 
was convalescent, though very weak. 
His hair all fell out, but, by the aid of 
tonics, has recovered his health, grows 
finely, and his mind perfectly good. 


[The above case is interesting as prov- 
ing the great anti-spasmodic powers of 
gelseminum, and the safety with which 
under some circumstances large doses 
oft repeated may be borne. It is a fine 
febrifuge, and quinia will be well borne 
during the febrile exascubation if each 
dose be combined with ten or fifteen 
drops of the gelseminum.—Ebs. | 





CONSTIPATION. 
BY L. B, ANDERSON, of Va. 


I have a venerable patient in his 87th 
year, who from early manhood has 
scarcely had an alvine evacuation oft. 
ener than once in fourteen days. He 
has enjoyed, nevertheless, remarkable 
exemption from disease. There is but 
little doubt, that his kidneys have per- 
formed for many years, more than their 
accustomed labor. And _ occasionally 
they have, within the last few years suf- 
fered from unusual irritation. His blad- 
der also, has experienced the effect of 
the morbid secretion from the kidneys, 
to a considerable degree, within the last 
three years. During the past winter, 
and up to this time, he has suffered from 
a severe rheumatic affection of the hips, 
loins, bladder and spermatic cord. Du- 
ring this time he has taken large quan- 
tities of iodide and bromide of potassium, 
wine of colchicum, ipecac, cohosh, 
quinine, etc., and other agents occasion- 
ally having a decided cathartic tendency. 
But the habit of his life has not been 
broken, and only once in two weeks 
would he have an action of his bowels. 

Some three weeks ago, I deemed it 
necessary, to relieve pain and cystic irri- 
tability at night, and thus procure rest, 
to give him at bed time, a pill composed 
of 1 grain of opium and 2 grains of gum 
camphor. 
menced their use, he had a free passage 





from his bowels, and had not, many days a 
after, when I last saw him, failed to have | 


a full evacuation every day, or at the 
most, every other day. 
A very interesting and practical phy- 


siological and philosophical principles | — 


involved in this fact, and I record it for 
the investigation and consideration o 
my medical brethren. 
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GELSEMINUM SEMPERVIRENS, 
YELLOW GELS. 


(WILD WOODBINE.) 


[Extract from the Manuscript of Materia Medica (by 

I. J. M. Goss, A. M., M. D., Marietta, Ga.,) to be 

hribiished by Subscription, and now in press at St. 
Louis, Mo. 


- BOTANICAL DESCRIPTION.—Gelsemi- 
num is the Bignonia Sempervirens of 
Linnzus, and the Gelsiminum Nitridum 
of Michaux and Purch. It is an ever- 
green, having twining, smooth, glabrous 
stem, with opposite, perennial, lan- 
ceolate, entire leaves, which are dark 
green above, but pale beneath, standing 
on short petioles. The flowers are yel- 
low, and of an agreeable odor, and stand 
on axillary peduncles; the calix is very 
small, with five sepals; the corolla is fun- 
nel-shaped, with a spreading border, and 
with five lobes, nearly equal; stamens 
five; pistils, two; capsules, two-celled, 
compressed, flat, two partible; seeds 
flat, and attached to the margin of the 
valves. The berries are black. It is a 
beautiful evergreen, climbing plants and 
trees to the height of fifty to one hun- 
dred feet. It has beautiful yellow flow- 
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- eral feet in length, with scattered fibres 
of various sizes. 
reside in the bark of the root. 


The root 
It is sev- 


The medical virtues 


TOXICAL EFFECTS.—In_ over-doses 
Gelseminum will produce great relaxa- 


_ tion and prostration, and finally paraly- 
\ sis of all the voluntary muscles; and 


pushed still further, it will paralyze the 
involuntary muscles, and thereby pro- 


duce death, which it has done frequent- 
aly. 


It first affects the muscles of the eye 
producing also dimness of sight; then 
affects the sphincter muscles; then 
the respiratory, and finally the heart. 


In this stage the functions of the brain 
are not always abolished, but can be 
aroused by electricity and physical 
agitation of the body. In some cases, 
however, a deep stupor occurs, lasting 
until death or convalescence takes place, 
In some cases, when large doses have 
been taken, the brain becomes suddenly 
congested (from atony of the venous 
capillaries,)and a kind of apoplexy takes 
place. In this state life may often be 
saved by stimulants and galvanism freely 
applied to the spine. 

THE SPHERE OF ACTION.--Gelsemi- 
num principally acts upon the motor 
side of the spinal cord, the brain and 
mucous membranes. The _ sensory 
nerves are not as profoundly affected by 
Gelseminum as by aconite. It will be 
seen at once that Gelseminum is a rem- 
edy for convulsions—first of the volun- 
tary, then of the involuntary muscles. 
In chorea, hysteria, tetanus, puerperal 
spasms, and the spasms of all the hollow 
organs and also of the sphincter muscles 
Gelseminum will act promptly. 

It is a valuable remedy in the hot 
stage of fevers of an active form. I 
had recently a case of remittent fever 
with dysentery, in a lady that was preg 
nant, and fearing to use quinia, I gave 
her Gelseminum in small, repeated 
coses, so as to keep up its effects, which 
checked the fever and aided very much 
in the treatment of the dysentery. In 
many local inflammations, especially 
where the mucous membranes are in- 
volved, I have found it a very valuable 
remedy, as in catarrhal affections. In 
hyperesthesia and neuralgia it often 
gives relief promptly. In epidemic in- 
fluenza, at any season of the year, 
where the attacks are attended with 
chilly sensations, a torpid, heavy sensa- 
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limbs, this will be found to be the reme- 
dy in the disease. 


It is the remedy in febrile or inflam- 
matory conditions, where the pulse is 
large, full and quick, but soft, and the 
febrile manifestations are remittent; 
but aconite in those forms of fever or 
inflammation, attended with a small, 
hard, wiry quick pulse; and veratrum in 
those cases attended with a hard, full, 
bounding incompressible pulse. For 
want of a knowledge of these facts, 
many practitioners meet with sad disap- 
pvintment in the use of arterial seda- 
tives, and become discouraged in their 
use. I was called in consultation witha 
physician, a short time since, to see a 
child that was laboring under an attack 
of broncho-pneumonia. The tever was 
high, with deep congestion of the lungs, 
with great dyspnoea; pulse quick, wiry, 
hard, small, evidently showing a want of 
power in the heart to propel the blood 
in volume ; hence the increased rapidity 
of the heart’s strokes. He at once pro- 
posed veratrum, but I preferred aconite 
in small doses; but in spite of all my 
arguments, he would give veratrum, and 
that in large doses—one drop every 
hour, to a child of some four or five 
years of age, of feeble stamina. 


The result was, that after two or three 
doses the child began to sink. The 
veratrum produced violent vomiting, 
cold, clammy sweat, and prostration, 
from which it could not be aroused, but 
died in a short time. 


In infantile remittents, when due to, 
or connected with the irritability conse- 
quent upon teething, worms, or intestinal 
irritation, or when caused by malarial 
influences, Gelseminum is one of our 
best remedies. It allays promptly the 
irritability, and controls the excited cir- 





culation, and finally breaks up the fever 
entirely. 

In that peculiar form of irritative 
fever, which is caused by some local 
irritation, such as ulceration, suppura- 
tion, or the presence of some foreign 
body, there is no remedy that will as 
readily control this fever (after the 
cause is removed) as Gelseminum, given 
in small doses. 

In cerebro-spinal Meningitis it is 
especially useful in the earlier stages, 
given in small doses. 

In measles it is one of our best reme- 
dies, controlling very much the fever 
and the catarrhal symptoms, at the 
same time determining to the surface, 
and also preventing spasms, which often 
occur. 

In nervous headache, or headache 
from repletion, or catarrhal headache, 
with a full, strong pulse, Gelseminum 
gives very prompt relief; so, also, in 
neuralgic headaches. 

In ophthalmia, amaurosis and sclero- 
titis, it acts very favorable in the inflam. 
matory stage. In spasms of the glottis, 
spasmodic croup and laryngismus stri- 
dulus, we have no better remedy. In 
dysentery of an acute character it isa 
favorite remedy with me. It controls 
the fever, 


tenesmus, and thus aids in the final cure | _ 
of this disease, In rigid os uteri, in cases | — 
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of labor, it acts very promptly; and © 
where the patient is threatened with| — 
convulsions while in labor, if the pulse — 


be large, soft, and the face puffed — 
Gelseminum, given in doses of fifteen, 
drops every fifteen or twenty minute — 


will often prevent the spasms. 


In gonorrhoea, attended with high it 4 


flammation, this is the remedy far Oo 
cellence, and often cures the diseas 
without the aid of any other remedis | 





on = & « Az 





ever 


ative 
local 
Dura- 
reign 
ill as 
- the 
piven 


it is 
ages, 


reme- 

fever 
t the 
irface, 
often 


ache 
dache, 
ninum 
Iso, in 


sclero- 
inflam- 
glottis, 
us stri- 
ly. In 
it isa 
ontrols 
1a and | 
ral cure | 





m f 
in cases) 


si ate ASS ae Gaa OS Soe seth 


inlet Mectint 


ibm 


BE ee Ee eee 


eae SA Re 








yy and i 4 
e pulse ” ; 


puffed, 
fifteen, 
ninutes, 


high ir 7 
par te 





SOUTHERN MEDICAL RECORD. 115 





In such cases it may be given in ten to 
fifteen drops every two hours; if the 
discharge is thick and yellow, the canabis 
indica, oil of sandalwocd, copabia, or 
cubebs, will be required. In spasmodic 
stricture of the urethra of a passive 
character, it will be found a good rem- 
edy. 

Its powerfully relaxing effects point to 
it at once as a remedy in tetanus, either 
traumatic or idiopathic. In may be given 
in this disease in full doses—say twenty 
to thirty drops every two hours—until its 
relaxing effects are apparent. It will 
always cause double vision and fall of the 
eyelids before it dangerously affects the 
heart or other involuntary muscles, and 
should always be suspended when these 
effects are seen, 


THE SKIN. 


From a Clinical Lecture by L. P. YANDELL, JR., M. 
D., Professor of Therapeutics and Clinical Medicine. 





GENTLEMEN—The vesicule come next 
in the order adopted in the beginning of 
this course. A vesicle literally means a 
little bladder, and the vesicular skin 
diseases are those in which we find small 
elevations of the scarf-skin containing 
the watery portions of the blood, and 
constituting, in common parlance, little 
blebs or blisters. Under this head I 
shall describe the two forms of milaria 
and the several varieties of herpes. 

Miliaria (from milium, the millet seed) 
we find on the skins of persons confined 
to bed by febrile affections and especi- 
ally where an excess of bed-clothing 
covers the patient. This is denomina- 
ted wzzlaria clinica, or sudamina alba. 
The vesicles, from a pin’s point to a 
pin’s head in size, consist of tiny eleva- 
tions of the epidermis, filled with trans- 
lucent or transparent fluid, probably 





confined perspiration. No medication 
is called for. 

Mitiaria rubra is a more important 
malady. It is true dermatitis—that is 
an inflammation ofthe skin. The suffix 
rubra (meaning red) is given it because 


of its color. 


You are all familiar with mania rubra 
under the title of ‘‘ prickly heat.” Mi- 
nute vesicles crowning small, pointed, 
red elevations, crowded together in 
flocks covering large extents of cuticle, 
most usual on the arms and neck, but 
found on all portions of the body, and 
occasionally covering the entire cuticle 
and characterized by burning, stinging, 
pricking sensations—such is mulana 
rubra. 

Where the eruption is aggravated by 
irritants, and when the blood is in a de- 
praved condition, prickly heat may de- 
generate or augment into eczema, pus- 
tules, furuncles. This is a disease of 
hot weather, and is peculiar to no period 
of life or class in society. Negroes have 
it less than whites. Its exciting causes 
are excessive heat, either solar or arti- 
ficial; wearing flannel, too frequent 
bathing, the use of strong soap; in 
children urinary and fecal discharges 
allowed to remain in contact with the 
skin. Its predisposing causes are any 
conditions depressing vitality. Malaria 
is by far the most frequent predisposing 
cause. Dyspepsia, diarrhea, dentition, 
and the use of alcoholic stimulants are 
common predisposing causes, Its treat- 
mentis simple. Proper clothing, proper 
bathing, proper food and drink, should 
first be secured. Next attend to func- 
tional disturbances. Apply to the skin 
astringent and anodine ointments, if the 
skin be tolerably dry ; if it be decidedly 
moist, use astringent and anodyne pow- 
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ders, such as chalk or bismuth combined 
with tannin and morphia. Bathing in 
solutions of salt or soda sometimes cures 
the eruption. Quine in anti-periodic 
doses is our best remedy in severe cases, 
and seldom fails to cure. Soda should 
be given when acidity of the skin or di- 
gestive organs is manifest. Iron and 
the bitters are often demanded, and ob- 
stinate and chronic cases yield to arsenic. 
Mercurial cathartics in children are fre- 
quently beneficial. 

Herpes we next take up. The name 
is from a Greek word, meaning to creep. 
The following are its chief varieties: 
Herpes zoster or zona, H. phiyctenodes, 
H. febrilis, H. circinatus, H. prepuiialis, 
H. capitis, H. generalis, H. pudendalis, 
Hi. nasalis, H. auris, H. labilis. 

Herpes zoster, called by English- 
speaking people “ Shingles,” and by the 
Germans ‘‘fire-girdle,” is quite rare. It 
consists in an incomplete zone or girth 
occurring on the trunk between. the 
axille and the umbilicus, composed of 
vesicles from the size of ahemp seed to 
that of a bean. The eruption begins as 
aredpapule. The vesicles are in clust- 
ers or flocks, forming a band a few 
inches to a foot in width. The vesicles 
are transparent, translucent, or straw- 
colored. They are situated on an angry 
red base. In some instances the two 
ends of the zone are on a level, and in 
others one may be many inches higher 
than the other. The popular belief is 
that if the eruption ever meets around 
the body, death is certain ; and the pop- 
ular and most ancient remedy is the 
blood of a black cat’s tail applied to the 
eruption. Both ideas are unfounded in 
fact. The vesicles may dry into a crust 
and disappear in six to twenty days, or 
ulceration with profuse suppuration may 
take place, or an abundant and prolong. 














ed watery discharge may happen and 
the disease be indefinitely prolonged. 
Pain of two sorts may exist in connec- 
tion with herpes zoster. It may be inthe 
girdle, burning like fire, or stinging, or 
aching; or the pain may be only in the 
bones, and ofa boring, aching character. 
The first usually ceases with the skin 
manifestation; the second may endure 
long after the eruption is gone. The 
etiology of this is often utterly obscure. 
It may be malarial, catarrhal, or rheu- 
matic in its origin, and sometimes seems 
due to disease in the nerve centres. 
Many cases will disappear without treat- 
ment; most yield satisfactorily to proper 
remedies. Some are incurable. The 
indications for cure are to remove the 
cause, if this be practicable, and to re- 
lieve sypmtoms. Antiperiodics, tonics, 
anodyne, alteratives, are our most po- 
tent remedies. 

I have encountered but one incurable 
case. The patient was a Prussian, 
seventy-six years old, in affluent circum- 
stances, of splendid physique, and an 
enormous consumer of brandy, though 





never drunk. This was the first sick- 
ness ofhis life. The inflammatory pains 
in the skin and the neuralgic pains in the 
limbs, both were present in their most 
excruciating form. His case lasted 
nearly four months and was terminated 
by death from exhaustion. He got 
quinine, arsenic, iron, carbolic acid, the 
bisulphites, the iodides and bromides, 
mercury, the alkalies, cod-liver oil, sul- _ 
phur, purgatives, strychnia and aconite 
without benefit. All the changes of | 
hypodermic medication were rung on 
him with the result of only temporary 
relief. He took the various forms of 











opium, belladonna, Indian hemp, chloral qi 


and alcohol, etc. : 
hanced in intensity from week to week, 


His pain seemed en- 
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and he declared he suffered the tortures 
of thedamned. During the latter por- 
tion of his life he was kept under the in- 
fluence of alcohol or opium, which he 
consumed in immense quantities. These 
two agents gave him the most certain 
and most prolonged oblivion to pain. 
You have before you a perfect represen- 
tation of all the varieties of herpes in the 
plates and models, which are correctly 
labeled. On the trunk you perceive 
the band of vesicles constituting zoster, 
and on the forehead the patch of vesicles 
called herpes phlyctenodes, You observe 
this herpes appears in isolated clusters 
and not ina band or zone. It is less 
formidable than zoster. Its etiology and 
treatment are that of ‘“fire-girdle.” 
Herpes febrilis, or fever-blisters, includes 
all the other herpes. They derive their 
names from their location or shape. 
When first formed these herpetic vesicles 
are observed to be divided into cells, 
They may dry up, suppurate, or remain 
long 7” statu quo. They may go and 
come in successive crops. They are of 
malarial origin most frequently. They 
are not infrequently of catarrhal origin 
—that is, from cold. Dyspepsia, den- 
tition, and uterine derangements may 
give rise to these herpes; so may a de- 
cayed tooth. 


Herpes labialis (fever blisters on the 


4 mouth) occasionally in this climate, in 


bad cases, and more frequently further 
South, swells the lip to three or four, or 


_ + even ten times its normal size, and gives 


rise to exquisite pain. These blisters are 


~ first white and then yellow. 


H.. capitis, by matting the hair of the 


~ head and accumulating large crusts, is 


often vexatious to its possessor. 
HZ. circinatus and H. iris are varieties 
of the same herpes, presenting rings of 





little blisters. 
of the aged. 
for ringworm. 


Hi. preputialis and pudendalis, unless 
aggravated by acid discharges or harsh 
treatment, are in themselves most insig- 
nificant affairs. But, because of their 
location, they become, indirectly, most 
serioussores. They are the doors by which 
syphilis most often enters the system. Un- 
broken skin and sound mucus membrane 
are a Cuirass, indeed a perfect defensive 
armor against syphilis. Itis only when 
these coats are penetrated by inflamma- 
tory destruction, or by an abrasion, that 
the dread malady is dangerous by direct 
contact. 


It is especially a disease 
It is sometimes mistaken 


The treatment of the several varieties 
of herpes just considered is both simple 
and satisfactory. Remembering the 
causes I have enumerated, you are to 
discover and remove these if possible, 
Locally apply tannin and morphine in 
powder, solution, or ointment, as may 
seem indicated in each particular case. 
Use no soapon theeruptions. Above all 
things, never burn them. By the by, 
this herpes is seldom seen in its veciscu- 
lar stage. When brought to our notice 
we usually see small yellowish or grayish 
ulcers—the basis of the blisters. 


Quinine is by all odds our best and 
most certain cure for these herpetic mani- 
festations. Iron is almost always needed. 
Arsenic is well in the chronic cases. 
Soda should be given when acidity of 
stomach exists, and opium when catarrh- 
al fever is the source of the herpes.— 
Cincinnati Medical News. 


[We have found a solution of tannin 
in glycerine gr. x to the ounce a good 
local application in these affections-— 
Eps. 
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VERSION BY THE VERTEX IN 
SHOULDER PRESENTATIONS. 


By WILLIAM H. BOLLING, M. D., Professor 
of Midwifery in Hospital College of Medicine 
Louisville, Ky. 

About twenty years ago Dr. M. B. 
Wright, of Cincinnati, published an ar- 
ticle advising version by the vertex in 
shoulder presentations by means of a 
method now known as Braxton Hicks’, 
after a London physician who subse 
quently described the same operation, 
viz: ‘“ Previous to the rupture of the 
membranes, with one hand within the 
vagina to thrust up the shoulder, the 
external hand to push the head from the 
iliac region to center of superior strait, 
and then to allow nature to terminate the 
labor.” 

Some eight or nine years ago I was 
called to the assistance of a midwife, and 
found a poor woman suffering from pro- 
tracted labor, the right hand of the now 
dead child protruding from the vulva, 
(the bones of the right arm were broken 
in many places by the efforts of the mid- 
wife to force a delivery,) the shoulder 
and portion of the chest external to the 
womb; the child’s back was toward 
mother’s abdomen, its head lying across 
the center of the left ilio-pectineal line ; 
the uterus was acting violently, and the 
mother was much exhausted. I brought 
her well under the influence of chloro- 
form, and by its relaxing effect was en- 
abled without effort to return the pro- 
. truded parts within the uterus; my ex- 
ternal hand through the flaccid abdomi- 
nal and uterine walls readily recognized 
the head, and forced it down to take the 
place of the receding shoulder; in a few 
moments uterine contraction completed 
the labor naturally. The wom:n made 
a good recovery. 














On the night of March 9th, I was 
again summoned to the assistance of a 
midwife, and found a woman exhausted [- 
from a prolonged labor. The left hand a 
of the almost lifeless child protruded fF 
from the vulva; the shoulder and por- 
tion of the chest tightly grasped by the 
Os uteri, which from its irritable condi. 
tion see.ned in a state of almost contin- 
uous contraction ; the back of child was 
toward the mother’s abdomen, the head 
across the center of right ilio-pectineal 
line. I brought the woman profoundly 
under the influence of chloroform, and 
without violence returned the extruded 
parts, and moved the shoulder sufficient- 
ly high to allow me with my external 
hand to press the occiput from its abnor. 
mal position to a point opposite the 
right acetabulum, my internal hand se- 
curing the proper flexion. The labor | 
then progressed as if the case had origi- | 
nally been one of the second position of 
the vertex. The child, although with 
difficulty resuscitated at birth, is now 
doing well, as is also its mother. 







1 
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My object in citing the above cases is é 
to call attention to the feasibility of ver- c 
sion by the vertex even under the most c 
unfavorable conditions. My successinf Ff 
this limited number of such advancedf = © 
cases prompts me to believe that the} © 
time has arrived when version by the d 
teet, at least in shoulder presentations, ei 
should be regarded as an unwarranted A 
operation, as it certainly is a dangerous 
one to both motherand child. Previous 
to the rupture of the membranes rectifying 
a transverse presentation is compara 
tively a simple matter when we follow 
Dr. Wright's plan, and in addition gait 
the assistance of gravity by placing tht} 
woman in the knee-and-chest position, | 
as is done in prolapsus ofthe cord. 3 
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THE INDICATIONS AFFORDED 
BY THE PUPIL. 


Numerous and valuable as are the 
indications furnished by the pupil, its 
condition does not receive from many 
the attention it demands. Most of us 
have certain vague notions on the sub- 
ject, and all are aware that the pupil is 
liable to alterations in certain diseases. 
But a systematic arrangement of its de- 
viations from the normal standard, with 
explanations of their causation, is still a 
desideratum. The subject is one of 
great intricacy, for the behavior of the 
pupil is sometimes paridoxical, and 
frequently it is difficult of explanation. 

The small pupil of plethora and the 
dilated pupil of anemia are constantly 
impressed on our notice, and appear to 
find simple and sufficient explanation in 
the fulness of the vessels and the quality 
of the blood. If we purge the plethoric 
patient, his pupils enlarge; and we esti- 
mate the anemic patient’s progress 
towards recovery by the diminution in 
the size of his pupils. Apart from gen- 
eral constitutional states on which it may 
depend, a contracted pupil indicates 
cerebral hyperemia, whilst a dilated 
pupil affords the most valuable sign of 
cerebral anemia. Thus the small pupil 
of the “ ferrety eye” of typhus is aid to 
diagnosis and a good indication of the 
engorgement of the encephalic centres. 
Again, contrast the small pupil of mitral 
regurgitation with the dilated pupil of 
aortic insufficiency. In the various 
affections in which pulmonary circulation 
is embarrassed, the small pupil attracts 
attention no less than the lividity of the 
lips and the turgescence of the cheeks. 
So much is myosis an indication of 
venous engorgement in capillary bron- 
chitis, pulmonary oedema, and the like, 
that ™ degree of the one may be esti- 





mated by the degree of the other, and 
it is observed that, if the livid patient 
with contracted pupil be bled, the pupil 
dilates as the blood flows. As a rule, 
the condition of the pupil may be taken 
to indicate the state of the circulation, 
perhaps more in relatien to fulness of 
the vessels than to actual blood-pressure ; 
some of the observations, however, on 
this point appear contradictory and re- 
quire investigation. 

In connection with nervous affections, 
the pupil has long engaged attention, 
and the older physicians carefully noted 
its behavior in certain cases. In the 
various forms of meningitis and cerebri- 
tis, where there are signs of cerebral 
excitement, the pupil is small. But as 
stupor supervenes on excitement, the pu- 
pils become oscillating and dilated; and 
if this passes into profound coma, they 
are found widely dilated and immobile. 
In epilepsy, too, the different stages of 
the paroxysm, and the condition of the 
circulation which accompanies or causes 
them, find an exponent in the state of 
the pupil. A transitory dilation of the 
pupil is amongst the most valuable signs 
of an attack of petzt mal. Again, in dis- 
tinguishing between feigned and real 
convulsive seizures, the pupilserves the 
physician as a valuable guide. In the 
apoplectic patient, pinhole pupils en- 
able the physician to locate the hemor- 
rhage in the pons Varolii; whilst great 
dilation of one pupil! occurring coinci- 
dentally with hemiplegia of the oppo- 
site side is an indication of a lesion of 
the crus cerebri of the same side as that 
on which the eye is affected, 

In aneurism of the aorta, the atten- 
tion of the physician is sometimes first 
directed to the patient’s malady by a 
difference in the pupils. In some dis- 
eases of the spinal cord-—in locomotor 
ataxia especially—the pupils are almost 
habitually contracted.—MWed. Ex. 
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TREATMENT OF CARBUNCLE. 


BY J. H. DIBRELL, JR., M. D., of Little Rock, 
Arkansas. 

The use of collodion, in conjunction 
with carbolic acid, has yielded, in my 
practice, and in that of several medical 
friends whom have requested to try it, 
such satisfactory, and it is believed unu- 
sual, results, as to induce the belief in 
its superiority over other modes of treat- 
ment. 

Carbolie acid, in this affection, has 
been recommended by several writers, 
with much favor, one of whom claims 
to have aborted the disease by the early 
hypodermic use of the acid, in a case 
that promised to assume formidable pro- 
portions. My plan is as follows :— 
When the carbuncle is seen early, to 
puncture it, and with a camels hair pen- 
cil, or small pointed stick, introduce 
into the opening thus made the pure 
and undiluted acid. If the disease has 
made greater progress, and one or more 
small acne-like pustules have made their 
appearance on the tumor, these are 
carefully opened, which can be done 
without causing pain, and the acid in- 
troduced at each opening, as before in- 
dicated. The effect of the acid when 
first applied, especially if it touch a de- 
nuded surface, is to produce a sharp, 
stinging pain, which is, however, of but 
momentary duration. The next effect 
is local anesthesia, and the patient is, 
for a time, perhaps hours, free from 
pain. 

Carbolic acid possessing in a notable 
degree anesthetic, antiseptic and caustic 
properties, would seem to be peculiarly 
adapted to the treatment of the disease 
under consideration, which is usually at- 
tended with great pain, sloughing, and 
an intolerable odor. Its use in my 





hands has certainly seemed to diminish 
the pain, correct the odor and to arrest 
the sloughing process with much promp- 
titude. 

After the acid has been applied col- 
lodion should be several times painted 
over the carbuncle, and beyond it, a few 
lines, on the uninflamed skin. AU the 
openings are to be left free, in order to 
give egress to discharges. Each layer 
or film of the collodion should be allow- 
ed to dry before another is put on. This 
dressing may be renewed once daily, and 
the collodion previously applied, if par- 
tially detached, should be peeled off be- 
fore a new application is made. If the 
part on which the carbuncle makes its 
appearance be covered with hair, this 
should be cleanly shaved off, otherwise 
the collodion will be difficult to remove 
and at the same time cause considerable 
pain. 

It is interesting to watch the collodion 
as it contracts upon the diseased tissues. 
The skin, previously red and swollen, 
will in a few minutes be seen, through 
the transparent gun cotton, to have be- 
come pale and depressed, as the pressure 
gradually empties the engorged capilla- 
ries. If the disease is advanced, and 
sloughs have become partly separated, 
they are not unfrequently forced out or 
brouglit so near the openings as to be 
readily detached with scissors. This 
pressure does not give rise to pain, but 
on the contrary, generally affords much 
relief to the suffering patient. The ap- 
plication of collodion in this disease has 
other advantages. It limits the extent 
of the disease in decreasing the vascu- 
larity of the part, and in this way lessens 
the inflammatory action going on, and 


probably also prevents the absorption of 


pus. It also protects the surrounding 
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skin from contact with the discharges 
which, as is well known, is capable of 
producing, if not an extension of the 
disease, numerous small boils, which are 
of themselves an exceedingly annoying 
complication. Should however any such 
pustules or boils be formed in the course 
of the disease, they can be cut short by 
touching them with carbolic acid. After 
the carbuncle has been treated with the 
acid and collodion, it should be protec- 
ted from contact with the clothing, by 
covering it over with a piece ofold linen 
or cotton cloth, saturated with sweet oil, 
or spread with carbolic acid cerate.— 
Medical and Surgical Reporter. 


TREATMENT OF PUERPERAL 
ECLAMPSIA. 


Smith Baker, M. D., of Whitesboro, 
N. Y., in Chicago Medical Journal and 
Examiner, says: 

“Ata preliminary examination, to be 
held from two to four weeks before the 
expected labor, determine so far as pos- 
sible whether there be (a) hyperemia ; 
if so, prescribe a low diet, saline cathar- 
tics, and potassic bromide thrice daily ; 
(0) if there be anzemia, order a good diet, 
tr. ferri chlor. after meals, and an ape- 
rient pill at bed-time, if necessary ; (c) if 
cedema or albuminuria exist, these wil! 
need the exhibition of tr. ferri chlor. 
with meals, and potassic iodide between 
meals and at bed-time; (d) headache, 
malaise, irritability, etc.; for these re- 
move the cause, if possible, and if neces- 
sary, give sufficient opiate to effect re- 
lief. 

“ During labor, if convulsions occur, 
seek out the special conditions of the 
patient, and act as indicated. A full, 
strong, bounding pulse, and a bright- 





colored mucous membrane will require 
venesection carried to the extent of se- 
curing its sedative effect, a half-drachm 
dose of chloral per mouth or rectum, 
means for inducing a movement of the 
bowels, and a free perspiration, relief of 
the bladder if distended, and the exhi- 
bition of chloroform for anticipating and 
controlling the convulsions. <A feebler 
pulse, pale membranes, and cedema will, 
as a rule, require or permit an active 
cathartic only, and chloral and chloro- 
form. If the convulsions recur—unless it 
be previous to the seventh month, when 
repeated hypodermic injections of mor- 
phine should be given, and the labor left 
to nature for a longer time—proceed 
quickly but gently to dilate the os uteri 
by means of tents and Barnes’ dilators, 
puncture the membranes, excite uterine 
contractions by means of warm uterine 
douche and ergot, and deliver as soon 
as possible. 


‘* After the delivery is accomplished let 
the uterine hemorrhage proceed moder- 
ately, inject hypodermically one sixth 
to one quarter grain of morphia, and 
give broths and stimulants as required ; 
exercise extreme care about the after 
attentions, as bathing, etc., and prohibit 
and prevent all disturbances by friends 
or otherwise. 


‘‘In fine, by food, tonics, and stimu- 
lants, by purging, bleeding, or sweating, 
by quietness or delivering, by opium, 
bromides, chloral, and chloroform, each 
in its time to suit the peculiar circum- 
stances of individual cases, and guided 
by {judgment unobscured by theories, 
we may be more successful than hitherto 
at the bedside of our patients with puer- 
peral eclampsia.”—Lowisville Medical 
News, 
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PHYSIOLOGICAL EFFECTS OF 
QUINIA. 


Dr. E. L. Drake, of Fayetteville, 
Tenn., has published in the Medical and 
Surgical Reporter some of his experience 
and conclusions respecting the physio- 
logical action of quinia, which, as they 
appear to be somewhat different from 
those commonly attributed to cinchona, 
may be worth recording in the Czrcular. 

He says, at least three different physi- 
ological effects can be obtained from 
this drug. In doses up to two grains it 
is a tonic; from this to five grainsit isa 
stimulant, and from this to ten grains or 
more it is a diaphoretic relaxant and 
calmative—a febrifuge. The amount 
of twenty-four grains distributed over 
twenty-four hours may have some anti- 
periodic effect ina mild type of ague, 
but will prove very disagreeable to the 
patient, on account of chinchonism. If 
he has any headache, it will aggravate 
this symptom. If this amount bedivided 
into three doses and taken within four 
hours, at any time after a pyrexia has 
reached its height, say aiter 4 P. M., the 
toxic effect will be apparent in the relax- 
ation and diaphoresis; the patient will 
be drunk. A half pint of whisky can be 
taken in small doses during a day with- 
out inducing intoxication ; yet, if it is 
all taken in the course of two or three 
hours, an individual will be apt to 
exhibit strong evidence of being in this 
state. So with chloroform and ether. 
I once treated a pregnant woman who 
was within a month of term, and suffering 
from remittent fever, by timidly giving 
jess than five grain doses every three 
hours; by the time the third dose was 
taken uterine pains set in, which soon 
became expulsive, and forced the child 
out with a good deal of laceration of the 





os, although the membranes were not 
ruptured until the last moment. The 
contractions were as severe as any I ever 
saw from ergot, leaving no doubt as to 
the part the quinine was playing, except 
as to the provocation. I could not say 
that it started the pains, yet I am sure 
that it intensified them in the most fear. 
fulmanner. In using quinine subse- 
quently with pregnant women, I never 
gave less than twenty or thirty grains in 
the space of four or five hours, and never 
had any unpleasant effects. In malarial 
regions it is rather common for women 
to have pains for months before term, 
which I have found to yleld to large 
doses of quinine, on the theory that 
there is a congestion of the womb, and 
that this agent reduces congestion, espe- 
cially in the soft and spengy tissues in 
any part of the body, and in any disease, 
and does not act antidotally in the usual 
sense. I make it a rule never to give 
quinine in the forenoon, always giving 
it at night, to the amount of not less 
than twenty-five grains, conjoined with 
an opiate, and am nearly certain of get- 
ting a good diaphoretic effect, which will 
be apt to extend through the succeeding 
day. In all the pyrexia of this region 
I prescribe it the first visit, and fre- 
quently have the satisfaction of aborting 
a case of pneumonia, or making its sub- 
sequent course manageable. In the 
pneumonias of the middle-aged, who are 
so liable to overwhelming congestions of 
the lungs, it is the sheet anchor, given 
in large doses at the outset.—Driuggists 
Circular. 


OPHTHALMOLGY. 


MODIFIED OPERATION FOR CATARACT. 





M. Galezowski, at the recent meeting 
of the French Association for the Ad 
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vancement of Science, described an op- 
eration for cataract, which he had de- 
vised. At the present time, he said, 
“every surgeon endeavors to modify 
Graefe’s operation, which is at present 
almost abandoned.” He described the 
modifications he had adopted; he does 
not make the sclerotic puncture and 
counter puncture, but restricts the incis- 
ion to the limits of the cornea; he 
abandons the linear method, and substi- 
tutes for it an incision at the lower por- 
tion of the cornea, making a small flap. 
He also excises the lower portion of the 
iris, though the deformity of the pupil 
is then more observable, but this, he 
thinks, will be but a slight inconvenience 
to those who desire one thing, the resto- 
ration of sight. M. G. attributes to this 
inferior excision, the great success he 
has obtained, which is at present 100 
per cent. Of 67 operations performed 
in the city, he has not failed in a single 
instance. By his method, after the first 
steps of the operation the eye is free in 
its motions, especially after the removal 
of the lens, and to this M. G. attributes 
the rarity of the loss of the vitreous. 
Another modification, which he consid- 
ers not less important, consists in the 
abandonment of the use of cystitome 
for the division of the capsule, and 
effecting this with Graefe’s knife. As 
soon as the puncture is made the point 
of the knife is directed to the lens, and 
the capsule may be divided easily ; after 
the counter puncture is effected the flap 
ismade. Latterly, instead of excising 
the iris he has made a simple incision of 
the sphincter pupilla: with very satisfac- 
tory results, but he has not determined 
to adopt this definitely. The statistics 
given to show the value of his method 


were as follows: Of 385 operations, 67 
were performed in private practice, of 












which last all were successful. Of 322 
operated on at his clinic, 288 were suc- 
cessful. Revue Sctentifique, August 26, 
1876. 








Abstracts and Gleanings. 

THE Metuop or Taxis.—Dr. Dugas, 
in the New Orleans Medical and Surgical 
Journal, remarks ; 


The patient should be placed upona 
couch of suchelevation that the surgeon 
comfortably seated, may reach the tu- 
mor with the right hand without fatigue. 
The shoulders of the patient should be 
moderately elevated upon pillows, so as 
to insure a semi-flexed position of the 
trunk, while the knees and thighs are 
also semi-flexed. We have thena com- 
plete relaxation of all the muscles inter- 
ested. The tumor is then grasped with 
the fingers and thumb in such a manner 
as to make gentle compression and mo- 
tion in every direction, for the purpose 
of driving out of the intestinal noose the 
grass and liquids it may contain, and 
thereby reducing the size of the tumor. 
No violence should be used, and there- 
fore no pain be induced. The surgeon 
must be well armed with patience, and 
with the conviction that the reduction 
can be made neither by violence nor by 
haste. The patient should be especially 
directed to be entirely passive, and to 
avoid any contraction of the abdominal 
muscles,. or expulsory efforts. After 
fruitless efforts have been continued fif- 
teen minutes the surgeon may need rest, 
and he may invoke the aid of the patient, 
inasmuch as most of them have acquired 
some experience by reducing former de- 
cents without professional aid. The 
patient should then be asked to try his 
own method while the surgeon is at rest 
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and the result will often be successful. 
You will find that the patient never 
gives himself any pain, and usually re- 
sorts to gentle motion, back and forth 
of the tumor. Ifhe fail, a chair should 
be turned down on his bed in such a 
manner as to constitute an inclined plane, 
upon which he should be placed, with 
his head down, and his pelvis at the 
highest point. The legs should be flex- 
ed, and supported by an assistant. By 
this position, the gravitation of the 
abdominal contents will powerfully as- 
sist, and sometimes complete the reduc- 
tion in ten or fifteen minutes. The sur- 
geon should hold up the tumor, move it 
to and fro, and by pressure from above 
downward, endeavor to drag the intes- 
tines away from the constricted canal. 
If he fail, let the patient try again. 

By repeated and persevering attempts 
success will most certainly be secured. 
It is singular that so obvious a procedure 
as placing the patient upon an inclined 
plane should not oftener be advised by 
systematic writers. If any have recom- 
mended it, the fact has escaped my ob- 
servation. 

XANTHIUM STRUMARIUM, OR COCKLE- 
BpUR.—Dr. Kilpatrick, (¢ Trans Texas 
State Medical Assoctation,) says of the or- 
dinary cockle-bur weed : 

“Tt is aprompt and speedy veszcant, 
and if the leaves are rubbed a little on 
the skin, there follows a very unpleasant 
burning sensation, with redness. In 
order to obtain its vesicant effect, take 
enough of the leaves, or of the whole 
plant, mash into a pulp and apply to 
whatever part you desire to vesicate, and 
in a short time a good blister will be 
made. 

As an antidote for svake bite, you may 
apply the juice of the plant to the bite 
and also drink a tea made of the leaves 





ng, 


by boiling them in water. Bites of 
spiders, tarantulas, and centipedes, or 
any insect, are rendered innocuous by 
its use in the same way. As a styptic to 
fresh cuts, it is as good as many other 
ofourremedies. To arrest hemorrhage 
from the uterus, lungs or stomach, the 
expressed juice applied topically, or 
drank, acts well and promptly, unless 
there is a decided hemorrhagic diathesis 
in the patient. This fact has been an- 
nounced before this Association on a 
former occasion, and I have tested it by 
careful trial. 

In all affections of the kidneys, or 
bladder; in dysury, strangury, scalding 
urine, bearing down, and painful mictu- 
rition, or where there is phosphatic, or 
other urinary deposit, they are all amen- 
able to its beneficial influence. Takea 
handful of the leaves, green or cured, 
and put them ina quart of boiling water 
and when a decoction is prepared, drink 
a half cupful, or more, every half hour 
or hour, until relieved. Generally not 
more than three draughts are required, 
I will suggest further, that a tincture of 
the leaves may be used with the same 
happy results. In order to secure its 
full power, the tincture had best be made 
from the green leaves. 


SuB-ACUTE RHEUMATIC ARTHRITIS.— 
Dr. J. S. Davis, (in Medical and Surgt- 
cal Reporter,) says of this affection: 

The treatment must aim to remove or 
abate the systemic vice which gives rise 
to the disease. Gradually, and with 
much hesitation, I have been led to look 
upon the iodide of iron as almost a spe- 
cific for this purpose. The form in 


which I prefer to use it in these cases is | 


in pills, made according to the formul: 
of the United States Pharmacopceia for 
1851, as follows: 
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R. Ferri sulphat........... dr. j; 
Potass. iodid............ scr. iv; 
Tragacanth pulv........ gr. 2; 
a Sen enee dr. ss; 
SHCUP serscessecevee serene q.s- M. 


Ft. mass., et in pil. Ne. xl div. 
Two or three of these pills may be 
given after each meal. The iodide of 
potash has not, with me, proved nearly 
so efficacious in these cases as this 
preparation, nor have other forms of the 
iodide ofiron. I always have the pills 
freshly prepared when wanted, and 
' whether it is owing to this fact, or tothe 
presence of sulphate of potash with 
iodide of iron, resulting from the double 
decomposition, or to some other cause, 
I cannot tell, but I have rarely met with 
-acase of subacute rheumatic arthritis 


_ which was not arrested by this treatment 


_if used in the early stages. 

_ When the pain is very troublesome 
the following liniment will often be found 
to give great relief. 


R. Tinct. i0d....ecoeeceeeee 
Glycerin......... ee oe 


Linim. sapon. camph.oz. ij. M. 
It is to be borne in mind that nearly 
every case of this affection is anaemic. 
Frequently they have the appearance of 
‘plethora, but a close observation will 
almost invariably prove that appearance 
to be deceptive. This deceptive appear- 
ance is generally caused by a fatty de- 
posit, by no means indicative of a healthy 
state of the blood. 


TypHoip Fever, How PropucEep.— 
Dr. Simmons, (surgeon to Ken Hospital 
Yokohama, Japan,) having traced a 
darge number of typhoid cases to parties 
Who used water from the same well in a 
fertain locality, upon investigation elic- 
ited the following facts: 

| Ast. That the well in question was fed 
by a terminal pipe. 


ma Sasnean) 


inate: 









2d. That this pipe passed directly 
through the middle (traversely) of a 
large sewer. 

3. That this pipe was of wood. 

4th. That no other well received its 
supply from this pipe after passing 
through the sewer. 

Taking it for granted that this was 
the source of the disease, this last fact 
clearly accounted for the limitation of it 
to the station, as previous inquiries in 
the vicinity had failed to discover any 
cases among those who received their 
water supply from other wells. 


An order was issued to close the well 
in the station, and open the sewer at the 
point where the water-pipe crossed it. 
As was anticipated this was found de- 
cayed, and a greater or less exchange of 
the contents of the two systems going 
on, and thus was settled beyonda ques- 
tion the source from which the well was 
contaminated. Ifany other proof is re- 
quired as regards this point, we have it 
in the complete arrest of the disease 
when this communication was rendered 
impossible by passing the pipe over the 
sewer. 


InTRA- UTERINE INJECTIONS NOT SAFE. 
—Dr. Wooten, in report before the 
Texas Medical Association, says that 
uterine injections incautiously used are 
unsafe. He prefers introducing a sponge 
tent, well prepared, in the evening and 
removing it next morning, carefully 
cleansing the parts and applying chromic 
acid by means of a properly curved 
probe, wrapped with cotton, and dipped 
into a solution of the acid of the strength 
of dr, j. to oz. j. of water. This should 
be brought in contact with the entire 
diseased surface, any excess carefully 
sponged away, and a dressing of cotton 
soaked in glycerine applied to the parts. 
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Extract oF Locwoop As A DIsINFEC- | 
TANT.—For twelve years I have used | 


Extract of Logwood as a disinfectant 
and deoderizer in cancer. I use it inthe 
following manner :—Powdered logwocd 
and hog’s lard, of eachtwo ounces. To 
be mixed and made into a pomade, 
spread on lint and applied to the 
sloughing ulcer; the effect is magical, 
all the odor will disappear in half an 
hour. The astringency of the logwood 
will suppress the discharge. No other 
known agent will fill the indications so 
well, and yet I have not found a single 
member of the profession who had any 
knowledge of the agent until I suggested 
it. Will some of your numerous read- 
ers give it a trial and report the results. 
—Drug. Ad. 


Sace’s CATARRH RemeEpy.—Accord- 
ing to Adrian Bowers, in the American 
Journal of Pharmacy, this popular nos- 
trum may be reproduced very nearly by 
employing the following formula and 
manipulation : 


Take of hydrastis cana- 


densis in powder........ er. V. 
DRDO soss000s. csverencnseeed gr. ss. 
Powdered camphor..... .. er. ij. 
Carbolic acid............0+ gr. ij. 
Sodium Chloride....... or. L. 


Rub the camphor with the salt, pre- 
viously reduced to a moderately fine 
powder; rub the indigo and carbolic 
acid together; mix with the salt and 
camphor, and, lastly, add the hydrastis, 
and mix intimately in a mortar, without 
much pressure. 


Bricut’s Disease—New D1aGnostic 
Symptom.—In an article on Bright’s dis- 
ease (in Mew York Medical Record,) a 
peculiar diagnostic sign is mentioned of 
the disease, which it is well to note, to- 
wit: An ‘‘unmeaning stare” in the pa- 





tient’s eyes, this with a dullness and 
sluggishness of the pupil, well dilated, 
with the presence of moderate cedema 
of the feet and ankles, persistent head- 
ache, occasional attacks of nausea, steady 
loss of flesh and strength, urine albumi- 
nous, with a specific gravity of 1010, 
constitute an unmistakable array of 
symptoms of chronic Bright’s Disease. 

Treatment: Make the diet as little 
nitrogenous as possible. Use milk freely 
with iron and cod liver oil. The iron 
may best be given as in the following 
formula : 

R. Tinc. ferri muriatis.... 
Tinc. nucis vom...aa..gtt. x; 
Speritus etheris nitras.dr. j. M. 

Give three times a day. 

A Secret Remepy ror AstHmMa.—A 
writer in the Peninsular Jour. of Med. 
says an analysis of ‘‘ Langell’s Asthma 
Remedy ”’ shows that it is a mixture of 
ten or twelve parts of coarsely powdered 
belladonna leaves with one part of nitrate 
of potassium dried together. The pack- 
ages contained about two ounces, and 
were priced at $1.25 each. On igniting 
a portion on a plate, combustion takes 
place slowly and the fumes are inhaled. 
It is said to give prompt relief, is much 
asked for, and can be sold in quantities 


for about a half dollar a pound.—New 


Remedies. 


BROMHYDRATE OF CicutTine. —Dr. 6 FF 


H. Boyland, of Baltimore, draws atter- 
tion to this new principle. It is the al 


kaloid of the herba cicuta from the con F- 


ium maculatum. It is strongly alkali 


of clear water color in the fresh condi F ‘ 


tion, and soluble in water and alcohol. 
Dose one one-hundredth to one-fiftieth o! 
a grain. 


relation to conium that atropia bears tf 


belladonna. 


4 
It is not disagreeable in taste, F 
is narcotic in property, bearing the sam¢ F- 
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TREATMENT OF PLACENTA PREVIA.— 
Dr. R. Davis, of Wilkesbarre, in his ad- 
dress on Obstetrics before the Medical 
Society of the State of Pennsylvania, in 
May last advocates the following plan of 
treatment of placenta przevia, which is a 
material modification of Barnes’ opera- 
tion: As soon as the os uteri will admit 
two or three fingers, pass the hand into 
the vagina. Ascertain by sweeping the 
finger around between the placenta and 
uterus (without disturbing their ccnnec- 
tions) on what side the separation of the 
placenta is most extensive. That wil] 
always be the side of the least extensive 
attachments. Introduce two or three 
fingers, on that side, up between the 
placenta and uterus until the border of 
the placenta, where the membranes 
begin, is reached, severing the attach- 
ments as you go, if any remain; then 
hook the fingers over the border and 
draw the placenta forcibly down and 
pack it closely to the other side. The 
membranes will of course, come down 
with it, and will protrude through the 
open mouth of the womb. Rupture the 
membranes at once, and empty the womb 
of its waters as thoroughly as possible. 
The head, if it presents, and if pains are 
active, will now engage in the os, and 
will crowd the placenta to the side of the 
cervix, on one side, and will block up 
the open mouths of the vessels upon the 
recent seat of the placenta on the other, 
and the hemorrhage will cease. In every 
case in which I have resorted to this 
procedure, such has been the happy re- 
sult, and I have been left free either to 
allow the labor to end naturally or to 
end it myself by the forceps.—Amer. 
Jour. Med. Science. 


Cop Barus IN INFANTILE DIARRHEA. 


—Dr. Wocke contributes an article to 
3 





the Medizinskote obosrente,in which he 
refers to the terrible epidemics of diar- 
rhoea which prevail in summer, and 
which attack-with especial severity those 
infants which are artificially nourished. 
The epidemic is due in part to the dele- 
terious influence of the elevated temper- 
ature on the infantile organism, and in 
part to the injurious effect which the 
heat exerts on the aliment, the milk, 
and the air inspired. To eliminate the 
first cause, the author recommends cold 
bathing, from theoretical considerations, 
The result has been very happy. The 
wasting children, reduced by vomiting 
and diarrhcea to a deplorable condition, 
were as if regenerated by the second day 
after the baths were commenced. The 
immovable look and the restlessness dis- 
appeared ; sleep was restored, the appe- 
tite increased, and the diarrhoea dimin- 
ished. The cold bath acts on the child 
as a tonic, and enables it to resist the 
noxious influences, and internal remedies 
then exert a better influence. Dr. 
Wocke commences his treatment with 
cold douches to the head and stomach, 
then passes to baths, commencing at a 
temperature of 26° C. and reducing them 
to 22°, A lower temperature might 
prove injurious. Three baths a day are 
sufficient. The author has cured about 
one hundred cases by this method. —Lo 
Sperimentale, No. 10, 1876. 


DEEP INJECTION OF CHLOROFORM IN 
ScraTIca.—It must be set down as one 
of the unquestionable evidences of pro- 
gress in the profession that sciatica, hith- 
erto regarded as among the opprobria 
medicorum, may be permanently re- 
lieved by hypodermic use of chloroform. 
Dr. L. J. Collins reports an interesting 
case in Cincinnati CZmc of January, 
relieved by this method. He remarks 
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that, ‘‘ the pain seemed to originate ata 
point directly over the sacro-sciatic 
foramen, and shooting downward, in the 
course of the great nerve, to the knee. 
He seemed to be suffering intensely. 
After filling my hypodermic syringe 
with chloroform (about forty minims), I 
passed the needle its full length into the 
gluteus muscle, over the point of the 
emergence of the great nerve from the 
sacro-sciatic foramen, and injected slow- 
ly. He suffered no pain from the 
injection for some minutes, and then 
only a dull, aching sensation occurred at 
the site of injection. In one-half hour 
his neuralgia had entirely disappeared, 
and he has had no recurrence since to 
the present writing. But he called my 
attention, two days afterward, to a con- 
siderable swelling at the site of the 
chloroform injection; this, however, 
subsided in three or four days, without 
any tendency to the formation of an 
abscess. This I considered a typical 
case, and one that would well test the 
merits of chloroform in its treatment. 
This is the fourth patient upon whom I 
have used the deep injection of chloro- 
form for the relief of sciatica,and with 
entire success.” 


SIMPLE Means To LESSEN THE PAIN OF 
A Biister.—The practice of applying 
multiple blisters, in acute rheumatism, 
would everywhere be much more popu- 
lar with physicians, were it not for the 
pain, and, in certain cases, the strangury 
which this mode of treatment produces. 

To lessen the one and prevent the 
other M. Ernest Besnier proposes the 
following plan: Have care to apply the 
blisters early in the morning; these 
properly prepared, covered with a leaf 
of oiled Joseph paper, will cause very 
little pain, and never produce the some- 








times grave and always painful vesical 
and renal symptoms which might other- 
wise occur, provided that the blisters 
are removed after a few hours, five or 
six at most, or assoon as the epidermis 
commences to lift itself lightly and par- 
tially, which one can easily tell by the 
ivory-colored and wrinkled appearance 
ofthe skin. It is then time to remove 
the plaster, which should be replaced by 
blotting paper, saturated with cerate or 
cold cream. The vesication then con- 
tinues almost painless, and the blister is 
almost as large as if the application of 
the cantharides had been continued.—J. 
L. A., Lyon Medical. 


Pires—IMMEDIATE CurRE By IGnI- 
PuncrurE.—Mr. H. A. Reeves, of the 
London Hospital, has been trying igni- 
puncture, and found it invariably to 
rapidly cure piles. 
piles, and then punctures to their bases 
with conical pointed ends made to fit on 
to the gas cautery. A dull red heat is 
required, and two or three punctures 
suffice for a pile the size of halfa walnut. 
Hard ones to be pierced to their soft at- 
tachment. Ulcers and fissures in con- 
nection can be touched with the cautery. 
The bowels are kept confined bya mor- 
phine suppository for two or three days. 
The first motion is painful, but not so 
bad as before operation, and in a week 
the patients are discharged cured—a 
most favorable result which Mr. Reeves 
contrasts with those obtained by clamps 
or ligatures. 


TREATMENT OF NASO-PHARYNGEAL CaA- 
TARRH.—In Pacific Medical Journal, Q. 
C. Smith, M. D., Cloverdale, Cal., says: 
‘* After trying Prof. Thudichum’s nasal 
douche, and several other modes of 
treatment for naso-pharyngeal catarrh, 
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we finally, some time since, hit upon the 
idea of using Richardson’s apparatus 
for local anesthesia, to spray a med- 
icated solution into both the nos- 
trils and pharynx. And after irying 
various astringents, as local medicaments, 
we have decided, to our own satisfaction, 
that the sulpho-carpolate of zinc, is as 
good as any, if not the best. We prepare 
it thus ; 

gr, viij. 


aafoz. ij. M. ft. sol. 

Sig: Apply warm, once a day thor- 

oughly, for several minutes, to nostrils 

and pharynx, in strong spray, introduc- 

ing the spray-tube well up into the 
nostrils, and deeply into the pharynx. 


Hot WATER FOR TREATMENT OF SICK 
SromacH.—Dr. J. S. Owen in Medical 
and Surgical Reporter says: ‘1 notice in 
the Reporter several articles on the treat- 
ment of sick stomach, and seeing noth- 
ing like my own, I thought I would give 
a few of the many cases in which I have 
found speedy relief from the use of “ot 
water, after the stomach and bowels were 
emptied, and the patient completely ex- 
hausted from vomiting and purging 

Mrs. W., after the usual treatment had 
failed, and continued obstinate heaving 
for thirty-six hours, at intervals of twenty 
to thirty minutes, I was called in consul- 
tation with her tamily physician. Found 
her with cold feet and hands, sunken 
features, pulse 140 per minute, tongue 
dry. I ordered half a glassful of hot 
water but she, like all such patients, 
protested, saying that warm water would 
only increase the trouble. I remarked 
that I did not intend giving warm water 
but hot. In a few minutes the patient 
was asleep and had no further trouble. 
seeing such happy results in a score of 





cases, I would impress upon those wish 
ing to test it to use water as hot as the 
patient can bear it. 

Spasmopic AstHMA. — Dr. Pirtle, in 
Medical Brief, says: I have recently 
treated several severe cases of spasmodic- 
asthma quite successfully with lumps 
formed (as many as required) of nitrate 
potassium and solid ext. stramonium, 
each lump containing 1 or 2 ounces of 
each, burnt upon a hot shovel, placed 
under patient with blanket or sheet 
thrown overhead. This makes a dense 
smoke; and of course must be watched, 
removing the blanket as occasion may 
require. I also usually prescribe at the 
same time large doses of bromide and 
iodide potassium combined in some suit- 
able vehicle. This treatment has given 
such perfect satisfaction, both to patients 
and myself, that I thought perhaps it 
would be worth publishing, not that the 
remedies are new, but only in the man- 
ner of using the nitrate potassa and stra- 
monium. ° 

Tue Use or CHLORororRM.—M. Dol- 
beau, tested the effects, upon persons 
already plunged in profound natural 
sleep, of chloroform vapor, a napkin 
thoroughly saturated being held at the 
proper distance from the face of the 
patient, so that he should not be disturb- 
ed by contact. The effects were found 
not to be the same at all ages. In the 
case of adults the vapor emanating from 
the napkin generally caused an abrupt 
awakening with more or less jactitation 
and sometimes with outcry. With young 
children the effect was to produce ane 
thesia quietly and without arousal. 
These observations, if fully confirmed, 
will have a manifestly iuportant bearing 
on certain questions in legal medicine. — 
Exchange. 
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Nirrous Oxip Gas.—Dr. H. Gib- 
bons (in Pacific Medical Journal) thus 
describes the effects of the inhalation of 
nitrous oxid gas upon himself: 

“TI expected to feel its exhilirating 
effects, which I had many times experi- 
enced when inhaling it for amusement. 
But no such effect was produced; or, if 
there were, no recollection of it remained. 
Onthe contrary, the loss of consciousness 
was sudden and complete. There was 
no dreaming nor any sense of the lapse 
of time. But a sharp, tinkling sound, 
barely audible, was the only sensation 
of any kind. Inthe next moment, I felt 
a gentle tap on the hand and heard the 
voice of the operator, and returned in a 
flash,as it were, to perfect consciousness. 
I did not realize the lapse of an iota of 
time from the inhalation of the gas till 
the restoration of consciousness, and, of 
course, was much surprised when Dr. 
Thomas pointed to the table at my 
side, saying, ‘‘ There are your three 
teeth, Doctor!” 

He remarks: Nitrous oxid gas is pre- 
ferable to ether and chloroform as an 
anesthetic, because— 

1. Itis much more easily administered, 
and is not unpleasant to the patient. 

2. It is more speedy and certain in its 
action, exhibiting its effect in a definite 
time. 

3. Its anesthesia is as perfect as that 
from ether and chloroform, if not more 
sO. 

4, it has no disagreeable after effects. 

5. It is absolutely safe, limiting its 
paralyzing power to the cerebrum and 
sensory tract, and not invading the cere- 
bellum or medulla oblongata, 

6. It is adapted to all brief surgical 
operations. 





longed by renewal of inhalation, say 
for five or ten minutes, but should not 
be prolonged indefinitely. Itis therefore 
not adapted for operations requiring a 
long time, such as ovariotomy. 


Cow’s MiLk For BaxBizs.—At a meet- 
ing the County of Kings Medical Soctety 
a paper read by Dr. Jerome Walker on 
‘The digestibility and dilution of cow’s 
milk in the artificial feeding of children” 
gave rise to muchdiscussion. In village 
and country medical men are not so 
much troubled in regard to the purity of 
milk. Yet few things are more perplex- 
ing and difficult than the question of how 
a babe, deprived of its mother’s milk, 
shall be fed. After reading carefully 
and with much interest the paper alluded 
to, and the discussion to which it gave 
rise, we have only to remark that our 
experience accords with the views ex- 
pressed by Dr. Mitchell in the following 
quotation : 

‘‘Have tried all kinds of food, with 
variable results. That which has been 
most beneficial has been condensed milk, 
largely diluted with water or barley, 
gelatine, etc., with lime-water. Milk 
should be added. There can be no 
question that when milk has once be- 
come cold it is never again the same. It 
is impossible to foretell on what a child 


will thrive—sometimes it will be sugar 
pure and simple; sometimes clear 
butter; and after that some one of the 
prepared foods. Borden’s condensed 
milk has always been good. ” 

Quite a variety of recipes and methods 
of preparation were suggested by mem- 
bers. One, mentioned by Dr. Chapman, 
struck us with favor, to-wit: 

Condensed Milk, 2 teaspoonfuls. 


Lime-water, 4 “ 
Sugar, 3 - 
Water tepid, 24 = 
Mix. 





7. Its anesthetic effect may be pro- 
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TRACHEOTOMY WITH THE THERMO- 
cAUTERY.—L’ Union Medicale du Canada 
quotes from the Bordeaux Med. Gazette 
the description of the operation of 
tracheotomy as performed by the gal- 
vanic cautery. The instructions are to 
provide a platina knife properly heated 
and proceed thus: 

1. Cut slowly from above downwards 
in the median line, immediately above 
the edge of the cricoid cartilage, and 
with a single incision, the skin and 
superficial aponeurosis. 

2. Starting from the same point, 
divide slowly and with one cut the 
muscular tissues, down to the trachea. 


3. Apply the point of the knife a 
third time to the superior extremity of 
the incision, and thrust it in perpendicu- 
larly until the sensation of resistance is 
overcome. The characteristic sound of 
the entrance of air will be heard. Proceed 
at once to enlarge the incision. This 
part of the process must be done quickly, 
in order to avoid injuring the surround- 
ing parts by the heat of the instrument. 
The operation was successfully per- 
formed in three cases. It requires less 
than a minute to make all three incisions. 
Before opening the larynx it may be 
fixed against the surrounding parts by 
pressure with the thumb and fingers of 
the left hand. This operation requires 
but a short time, it is entirely free from 
hemorrhage, and it may be performed by 
one person, no assistance being required 
except to hold the child. 


Curomic ACID IN THE TREATMENT OF 


- ULCERATING GRANULATIONS OF THE Os 


Ureri.—In the Avnales de la Societe de 
Medicine de Gand, M. Keeberle prefers 
chromic acid as a cauterizing agent to 
the other remedies usually used, as per- 
nitrate of mercury, iodine, nitrate of 





silver, and the actual cautery. He uses 
it in the crystalloid condition. It is a 
very anhydrous substance, and readily 
absorbs the moisture from the tissues 
which it may touch. M. Keeberle ap- 
plies it through an India-rubber specu- 
lum on a tampon of cotton-wool. Vom- 
iting often supervenes within fifteen or 
twenty minutes from the application of 
theacid. When the tissues are seriously 
altered it is necessary to repeat the cau- 
terization, but M. Kceberle has hitherto 
found three applications to suffice. 
After the application he applies a tam- 
pon, and advises the patient to use two 
soap-and water injections daily. He 
treats all ulcerations of the os in this 


way, as in epithelioma.—London Med. 
Rec., March 15, 1877. 


CANDERNA ON THE TREATMENT OF 
AcuTE INTESTINAL CATARRH IN INFANTS 
AND SucKLinGs.—The author remarks 
(Med-Chir. Centralblatt, No. 51, 1876), 
that the common cause of this affection 
is injudicious or excessive feeding. The 
first indication, therefore, is to get rid of 
the offending matter. For this purpose 
castor-oil, mixed or not with aqueous 
extract of rhubarb, is the best. The 
excessive peristalic action of the intes- 
tines is diminished by the application of 
an opiative poultice. The second indi- 
cation, the removal of the catarrh set up 
by the irritating substance is best accom- 
plished with aqua laurocerasi, given 
alternately with minute doses of calomel 
every two hours.—London Medical Rec., 
March 15, 1877. 


TREATMENT OF VESICAL HEMMOR- 
RHAGE.—The general treatment must be 
based upon the cause of the hemorrhage, 
but the bleeding itself should be checked 
by the application of an ice-bag over the 
bladder and perineum, the internal ad- 
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ministration of astringents (alum tannin), 
or the injection, as advised by Lebert of 
a 8-5 per cent. solution of tannin into 
the bladder. Lallemand has cauterized 
the blader, In case of the formation of 
coagula, the bladder must be emptied 
by means of the catheter. Kraus.— 
Diagnose und Therapie der Krankhetten 
des Menschen. 

Ruvus-Poisoninc.—Dr. F. L. James, 
of Arkansas, says in Mew Remedies, that 
having discovered that the serum which 
exudes from the pustules in rhus-poison- 
ing was intensely acid, concluded to try 
the bicarbonate of soda, and found it 
very efficacious. Next to the soda bi. 
carb. the following remedies have afford- 
ed the best results in my hands, in the 
order named: borax dissolved in glycer- 
ine, (boracis, dr. i; glycerine, dr. i) ; 
aqua ammonia (ammon. aque. fl. dr. ij; 
ol. oliv., fl. ox. i) ; sugar of lead (a wash 
of the saturated solution or the liquor 
plumb. diacet. diluted). Quinine and 
iron, administered internally in those 
coses where a tonic was needed, hasten- 
ed the cure.” —Lousville Med. News. 


ELECTRICITY IN HERPES ZOSTER, CAN- 
CER, ETc.—Dr. A. D. Rockwell, (Mew 
York Medical Journal) says: “In the 
treatment of the pain of herpes zoster, 
galvanism is invaluable. In many cases 
that have fallen under my observation, 
I have never known it to fail to afford 
either complete or approximate relief. 
The effects of galvanism on the extreme 
suffering that so often accompatiies 
mammary cancer are often little short of 
magical. I have in many instances seen 
the acutest agony relieved instantly, 
and, while this relief is necessarily sel- 
dom if ever permanent, it is possible in 
many cases, by repeated applications, to 
keep the pain in abeyance for months, 





BACTERIA—THEIR NatTureg.-—Dr. T. 
E. Satterthwaite (Med. Record, Dec., 
1875,) says: ‘‘1. Bacteria are certain 
vegetable organisms which probably be- 
long to the alge ; they are found abun- 
dantly in nature, but chiefly where there 
is moisture. 2. They exist in the body 
in health covering the mucous mem- 
branes from the mouth to the arms, and 
sometimes to penetrate a certain distance 
into the system without causing symp- 
toms of disease. 3. They also exist in 
putrifying fluids and in various diseased 
processes, occurring in hot and cold 
abscesses, in the blebs of erysipelas and 
in simple blisters. ” 


BROMHYDRATE OF ConiA.—The salt 
has been used by various practitioners 
with great success in the treatment of 
whooping-cough, in doses of about one- 
twelfth of a grain, if necessary, every 
hour, for a child three years of age; or 
one-thirtieth of a grain fora child of one 
year; or one-sixth of a grain for adults. 
In sciatica it has been employed hypo- 
dermically in quantities of one-twelfth of 
a grain with good results. 


AN ELECTUARY AGAINST TAPEWORM.— 
Dr. Du Plessis gives the following pres- 
cription :—Kameela, 6 to 12 grammes; 
pulp of tamarinds, 30 to 40 grammes; 
cedar juice and syr. cort. aurant. ad id. 
It is taken in one dose in the morning 
before breakfast. With bothriocephalus 
the cure is generally a radical one with 
one dose. For tenia a stronget dose is 
advisable. —Med. Times. 


CurRABILITY OF SyPHILIS.—Prof. Zeissl 
in a clinical lecture on the subject of the 
curability of syphilis, said: “I tell you, 
gentleman, that if a man contract syphi- 
lis he will die syphilitic, and at the day 
of judgment his ghost will have syphilis.” 
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Practical Notes. 





QurntnE Prtts.—Our co-laborer, Dr. 
Dyer, writes against the use of quinine 
in pills, particularly those put up for sale. 
He remarks: One of our physiciang 
was attending a patient near this place, 
and gave a quinine pill every two hours, 
After two days, the fever being worse, 
it was found that the pills passed the 
bowels without being dissolved. A so- 
lution of quinine was then used with 
success. He also writes of 






PUEPERAL HEMORRHAGICA. 

May 12th was called to see Mrs. 
D.,—multiparo—infant one year old. 
Found her bleeding from nose, gums, 
mouth, and bowels, Is menstruating 
very slightly, the first time since birth of 
child. Signs of puerperal hemorrhagica ; 
stigmata scattered all over her body: 
petechial, vibices and echymometa, 
Has scurvey. Look upon the case as 
one Of vicarious menstruation. R. FI. 
ext. ergotidr. every two hours; also 
powders of sugar of lead and Doveri to 
alternate; the juice of two lemons per 
day. 

13th no better; 14th hemorrhage 
slacking: third day of her menstrual 
flow gave hot baths to increase the flow, 
‘but no medicine internally, for fear of 
hemorrhage that I might not control. 

15th much better. To continue treat- 
ment, with 5 gr. doses of soluble citrate 
of iron and quinine every four hours 
during day. Will give iron until next 
menstrual period. 

Dec. 7th Mrs. D. was a few weeks 
confined all right. 

Wine Birrers.—Pure Claret wine at 
meals is used very extensively in France 
and is said to be promotive of digestion. 
Combined with nux vomica, as in the 








annexed recipe, it constitutes an excel- 
lent tonic and appetizer :— 
R. FI. ext. Cinchone...... dr. i. 


Tinc. nucis vom........ gett. v. 
Syrup aurantii cort....oziss. 
i ee OZ. Vili. 


M. ‘Take two to four tablespoonsful 
before eating. 


SPERMATORRHG&A.—Prof. Hayes, of 
Philadelphia, says he knows no better 
treatment for spermatorrhcea, than phos- 
phorus and strychnia. 


To make fifty pills. 
daily. 

The diet to be nutritious, but not rich ; 
the suppers light; the bladder kept 
well emptied, and the rectum free from 
irritation. (Naphey.) 

The same treatment answers well for 
impotence. When spermatorrhoea can 
be traced to irritable prostate astrin- 
gent injections are advised. 

R. Zime. acetatis......... gr. iv; 
PEP icin xccnrcnnecns oz. iv. M, 

Use twice daily, and on going to bed. 

Prof. Gross, of Philadelphia, prescribes 
the following for spermatorrhcea: 

R. Elix. cinchonz........ dr. ss. 
Acedi nitrici duliti...gtt. viij. 
Strychnie sulph......gr. 1 16 

This quantity to be taken three times 
per day. The dose of strychnia seems 
full large. 


One three times 


NEvRALGIC Pitt, — 

R. Quiniz sulphatis......gr. i. 
Ferri et potassz tart..gr. ij. 
Morphiz sulph..gr, 1-24ad 1-12 

M.—Take every hour until an expect- 
ed paroxysm has been missed. | 
Recommended by Mr. Gregory and 

Dr. Burdenell Carter, in periodic neu- 
ralgia, l. c., p. 121.—New Remedies, 
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DraBEtTEs.—In Naphey’s late work on 
Therepeutics, we find that carbonate of 
ammonia is mentioned with great favor 
In the treatment of diabetes :— 

R. Ammonia carbonatis dr.ij to iv. 

Aqua cinnamomi.....02z.iv. 

M. Take tablespoontul three or four 
times a day, with a moderately restricted 
diet. Also, 

R. Tinct. ferri chloride...... gttxx. 
Well diluted with water thrice daily. 

In this disease Dr. La Costa, relies 
mainly on } gr. doses of opium repeat- 
ed three times per day. 

Curonic SorE Turoat.—Prof. Pan- 
coast, uses as a favorite gargle in chronic 
sore throat, the following formula : 

R. Tincture: myrrhae..... 
Tinc. krameriae........ 
Mellis despumatae..aa oz. j. 
Acidi muriat. diluti.. gtt. xv. 


ANOTHER. 
R. Aciditanici............ dr. ss. 





FoLicULAR PHARYNGITIS.—There is a 
form of sore throat, often obstinate,which 
when examined will be found to be 
attended with numerous folicular pim- 
ples in the posterior wall of the pharynx, 
for this Prof. Da Costa, of Philadelphia, 
uses the following: 

R. Sulphate of copper....dr. j. 
Water.ccsccoscsesccccsoes oz. j. M. 

Apply with a brush three times a 
week. 

ANTI-EMETIC.—As an excellent anti- 
emetic, particularly in uterine affections 


use: 
R, Tine. nux vomica.....dr. i. 
Tine. Ginger......00...5 dr. ij. 
Dose.—Gtt xv in a little mint water 
every half hour until four or five doses 
are taken. 











Scientific Items, 


MALLEaBILITY OF GoLp.—A single grian 
of gold may be beaten out so as to cover 
a space of seventy-five square inches, 
the thickness of the leaf is then only the 
three hundred and sixty-seven thousand 
six hundred and fiftieth part of an inch. 


THE PLANET JuPITER.—Recent obser- 
vations indicate that the real body, or 
nucleus of the planet Jupiter has never 
been seen, it being surrounded by a 
semi-transparent atmosphere of about 
11,000 miles in depth, in which float 
vapors and vast cloud masses, sometimes 
in layers, at others in irregular heaps, 
having well rounded forms. _ It is believ- 
ed that deep down below these vast 
cloudy layers lies the fiery mass of the 
real planet, in which are upheavals and 
outbursts compared with which the most 
tremendous volcanic explosions on our 
earth are utterly insignificant. 


Evo.ution.—Sir Wyville Thompson 
said before the natural history class at 
Edinburgh: ‘‘ We have in fossil remains 
a record of the inhabitants of this world 
running back incalculably farther than 
man’s existence on this planet, and al- 
though we find that thousands of species 
have passed away, and thousands have 
appeared, in no single case have we yet 
found the series of transitional forms im- 
perceptibly gliding into one another, and 
uniting two clearly distinct species by a 
continuous bridge, which could be cited 
as an undoubted instance of the origin 
of a species.” 


THE quantity of air inhaled by ‘an 
adult in 24 hours averages about 360 
cubic feet, or 2,000 gallons—about 730- 
000 gallons in one year. 
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Editorial and Miscellaneous. 





ge All communications relating to the buriness of 
Tue Recorp, for the year 1877, must be addressed to 
DR. R. C. WORD, 
Business Manager, Southern Med. Rec. 
Atlanta, Ga. 


t2-Brief and practical communications are solicited 
on all subjects pertaining to medicine, also reports of 
cases in practice. 

KS"Send money by check, postal order, or register- 
ed letter. 

KS Write your rame, post-office, county and State 
plainly. 





SPECIAL NOTICE. 


Certain of our subscribers have order- 


ed the journal on short time, and others | 


have been receiving it on a condition 
made them in the January No. by which 
they were to remit promptly on recep- 
tion of February issue. Nearly half the 
year is gone, and they have not complied 
with the engagement, subjecting us to 
serious inconvenience. Friends, weare 
on the cash basis, paying the printers 
cash in advance. Your forgettulness of 
so small a matter may seem trifling to 
you, but we assure you it is no light 
matter with us, Please remit at once 
and oblige 
R. C. WORD, M. D., 


Business Manager. 





THE MEDICAL ASSOCIATION OF 
GEORGIA. 


The twenty-eighth annual session of 
the above body assembled at Macon on 
the 18th ult. Our space will not admit 
of the proceedings in detail. There was 
a good average attendance. The meet- 
ing was called to order by Dr. Hall, and 
the address of welcome made by Dr. J. 


E. Blackshear, of Macon, as the repre- 
4 




















sentative of the Medical Society of 
Macon, ina brief but interesting manner, 
and happily responded to by Dr. K. P. 
Moore. Dr. Battey, President of the 
Association, then took the chair, and de- 
livered an opening address, making a 
tribute to the memory of Dr. C. B. Not- 
tingham, deceased, and taking as his 
topic the subject of ‘ Rest.” 

Invitations were extended to the mem- 
bers of the Association to visit the Geor- 
gia’ Academy for the Blind, and the 
Asylum for the Insane, at Milledgeville. 
Receptions were given the Association 


| also by Mrs. Dr. Hall and Fitzgerald. 


Reports were read by Drs. Le Hardy, 
P. B. Doster, A. W. Calhoun, Green, 
and others, 

Dr. Calhoun reported ninety six oper- 


ations for cateract, out of which ninety 
were successful. He also reported the 


successful transplanting of a portion of a 
rabbit’s eye upon the eye ofa young 
lady. 

On the second day of the Association 
communications from Dr. T. S. Powell, 
of Atlanta, Drs. Kenan, of Milledgeville, 
Shaffer, of Gainesville, Hunter, of Lou- 
isville, and; Leitner, of Columbus, were 
read, explaining their absence from the 
body. 

The annual oration was delivered by 
Dr. Todd, of Atlanta. 

A committee consisting of Drs. Talia- 
ferro, Love, Johnson, Alexander, O’ Dan- 
iel, and Hopkins, was appointed to use 
their influence with the Legislature to 
strengthen and make efficient the laws 
regulating the State Board of Health. 

Interesting papers were read by Drs. 
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Hammond, Rawlings, Kenan, Gordon, 
Burgess, LeHardy, and others. 

A resolution by Dr. Smith, of Au- 
gusta, to memoralize the Legis!ature to 
r.move the special tax on physicians was 
adopted. 

Dr. Burgess, of Macon, was appoint- 
ed orator for next year. 

The Board of Censors reported Dr. 
Jno. G. Westmoreland, of Atlanta, 
guilty of a breach of discipline, and 
judged that he be suspended for one 
ycar. Upon this action an appeal was 
afterwards entered and sustained. 

The committee on nominations re- 
ported the following names: President, 
Dr. Wm. O’Daniel, of Twiggs; First 
Vice President, Dr. D. W. Hammond, 
of Macon; Second Vice President, Dr. 
S B. Hawkins, of Americus; Secretary, 
Dr. J. B. Baird, of Atlanta; Treasurer, 
Dr. W. R. Burgess, of Macon. 


The next annual meeting of the As- 
sociation will be held in Atlanta, Ga. 


HEMORRHAGIC MALARIAL FE- 
VER, AND OUR JOURNAL. 

Dr. L. A. Guild, of Georgia, has 
promised to send us a new and success- 
ful treatment for that formidable malady 
known as Hemorrhagic Malanal Fever. 
We hope to have it in time for our next 
issue. 

He says of our journal: ‘‘I have been 
a constant reader of your journal wth 
Sour other medical periodicals, and regard 
the SOUTHERN MepicaLt ReEcorpD as the 
best for the general practitioner. While 
I find much more display and extrava- 
gance of get up in the northern journals, 
and a great deal of veading matter per- 
taining to hospitals, syphilitic affections, 
aneurisms, elaborate theories and prosy 


statistical reports, and a vast deal about 
diseas:s which the village and country 
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doctor never sees, I find in your journa! 
pithy and pointed communications about 
diseases which are incident tomy own 
section, and which I almost daily encoun- 
ter; and in connection therewith I find 
practical suggestions, and new and val- 
uable formulae, which I can make, and 
have made available in my practice. I can 
point out in each issue of your journal 
receipes which I would not be deprived 
of for the price of subscription. This 
much I have said in no spirit of flattery, 
but because it is the truth, and because 
I feel that you ought to be encouraged 
and sustained by the profession. I hope 
soon to send youa subscriber. * * * 
[We thank our friend for the high compli- 
ment he has thought fit to give us. He isnot 
alone in his high estimation of the RECORD; 
we have a large number of testimonials 
equally complimentary, to publish which 
would be agreeable to our vanity, but would 
encroach too much upon our space. | 


ConsuLTATIons. —When a physician is 
called in consultation, he should be care- 
ful not to injure the medical brother in 
previous charge of the case. Consul- 
tations are seldom requested by the at- 
tending practitioner, because he feels the 
need of advice, though sometimes the 
conscientious medical man is actuated 
by this motive, and properly so, but 
rather to restore the waning confidence 
of the triends, and that they may know 
that the case is being judiciously treated. 
The physician consulted should, if possi- 
ble, sanction what has been done, and, 
neither by direct nor indirect means, do 
anything which the friends can construe 
into a disparagement of the attending 
physician. Such conduct isin violation 
of the ethics, unworthy of the profession, 
and dastardly in principle. 


MERRELL, THORP & LoyD, CINCINNATI— 
This house comes highly recommended to us 
as pharmacists and manufacturing chemists. 
See thier card elsewhere. 
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Opium AntipoTEes.—Dr. J. B. Matti- 
son, of New York, read before the Med- 
ical Society of the county of Kings, 
Brooklyn, an interesting paper exposing 
areputed antidote for the opium habit, 
gotten up by one S. B. Collins, of Indi- 
ana, and which is having an extensive 
sale. He had it analyzed with the fol- 
lowing result. 


Water. ..scvss0s eee f 
Glycerine........ seseneeissa le OS 
Sulphate of Morphia. .....« 4.45 


The sample is colored with magenta. 

Analysis by Walz and Stillwell. 

This proportion of morphine amounts 
to more than graims xxv. to the ounce J 

An analysis of the same nostrum, 
made by another party, confirms this re- 
port; and the same is true of the so- 
called antidote of Mrs. J. A. Drollinger. 





VASELINE IN Nasa Discuarces.—Dr. 
H. A. Dubois, of California, says in 
Medical Record, that in discharges re- 
sulting from ulcerations of the septum 
of the nose, the treatment found most 
effectual has been the use, night and 
morning, of vaseline, with five grains of 
salacylic acid added to the ounce, intro- 
duced into the affected nostril by a cam- 
el’s hair pencil, or upon a little cotton 
wound around the end of a stick, using 
internally minute doses of corrosive sub- 
limate, with some preparation of iron. 


A meeting of the Provisional Associa- 
tion of American Medical Colleges will 
be held at the Palmer House, Chicago, 
on Saturday, June 2d, 1877, at 10 
o'clock, a.m. All colleges represented 
at the meeting of the Association held 
June, 1876, are invited to send delegates 
tothe ensuing meeting, and all charter- 
ed medical colleges in the United States 
recognized as “regular” by the colleges 














already represented in this Association, 
are also invited to send delegates from 
their Faculties to the said meeting. 

J. B. Bippie, M. D., Pres’t. 





OsteocLast.—This is an apparatus in- 
vented by C. F. Taylor, M. D., of New 
York, for fracturing a deformed limb. He 
reports two cases, wherein disease ofthe 
hip joint had resulted in the head of the 
bone. being fixed in the socket, leaving 
the femur ina distorted and irreducible 
condition. They were fractured at the 
distorted point by this instrument. treat- 
ed by fracture apparatus, and the deform- 
ity very much improved. 


Dr. Barry’s ApprRESS.—We are in 
receipt of a copy of Dr. W. H. Barry’s 
address before the late meeting of the 
Arkansas Medical Association, and find 
it eloquent in phrase, and replete with 
interesting historical allusions. 


BiuE Grass Cure.—We notice that 
the editor of the Boston Journal of Chemis 
try and other chemical writers, place lit- 
tle confidence in the wonderful properties 
ascribed to blue glass as a therapeutic 
agent. 








THE Georgia Pharmaceutical Associatior, 
held their second annual meeting in Atlanta 
recently. It was numerously attended. 
The following officers were elected : President 
—R. H. Land, Augusta; First Vice Presi- 
dent—E. W. Hunter, Louisville; Second Vice 
President—Roland B. Hall, Macon; Third 
Vice President—O. Butler, Savannah; Treas- 
urer—John Ingalls, Macon; Secretary—W. 
A. Taylor, Atlanta. 


THE State Medical Association of Alabama, 
at Birmingham, elected Dr. Peter Bryce, 
President; Dr. Frank Prince and Dr. Lamp- 
ley, Vice-Presidents; Dr. B. H. Riggs, Orator, 


BaF See advertisement of Medical 
Register and Directory. 
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ARKANSAS MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 


The Medical Association was held at Hot 
Springs, on the 18th and 19th ult. Dr. W. 
H. Barry, of Hot Springs, delivered an inter- 
esting address. 

The members were cordially received and 
treated with generous hospitality by the citi- 
zens and members of the Medical Profession. 

Dr. Hazard, editor of the St. Louis Chemi- 
cal Record, was present by invitation, and 
addressed the convention. 

Resolutions were passed commendatory of 
the Clinical Record, Virginia Medical Month- 
ly, Southern Medical Record, Philadelphia 
Medical and Surgical Record, and Chicago 
Medical Journal and Examiner, for the inter- 
est manifested by those journals in that side 
of the Arkansas medical troubles represented 
by the Association. Also, in relation to se- 
curing a higher standard of medical educa- 
tion, by pledge. 

{We are not familiar with all the facts con- 
nected with the Arkansas medical troubles 
alluded to in the above resolution. We dis- 
claim any prejudice against either party ; but 
we are the advocates of truth and justice, and 
simply oppose hasty and impulsive action in 
our deliberative bodies. The good of the pro- 
fession at large requires this, and any other 
action will not be sanctioned by the true and 
good men of the profession. We are in favor 
of a full and impartial hearing in all such 
controversies before definite or final action is 
taken. The commission of an error does not 
necessarily criminate the party committing 
it, as it may be ignorantly done, but to en- 
dorse and perpetuate a wrong, with all the 
facts before you, would be partisan in spirit 
and cor:upt in principle.] 

The following gentlemen were elected to the 
offices specified for the coming year: J. A. 
Dibrell. jr., M. D., of Little Rock, President ; 
J. L. H. Sessums, M. D., of Lonoke, First 
Vice President; T. J. Ried, M. D., of Hot 
Springs, Second Vice President; J. M. Gist, 
M. D., of Beebe, Third Vice President; D. H. 
Dungan, M. D., of Little Rock, Permanent 
Secretary, and J. M. Pirtle, M. D., of Little 
Rock. Treasurer. 

The Association adjourned to meet at Little 


MEDICAL CONVENTION OF TEXAS. 


The ninth annual session of the Medical 
Convention of the State of Texas assembled 








at Galveston, on the 9th ult., and was called 
to order by the President, Dr. R. H. Harri- 
son. The roll was called by Dr. East, the 
Secretary, and a quorum found to be present. 
A very appropriate and cordial address of 
welcome was made by Prof. Greenville Dowel, 
in which he remarks of Galveston : ‘‘ Twelve 
years ago we had 13,000 inhabitants, and 36 
physicians, now we have 40,000 inhabitants, 
and not so much to do as then.” A result 
which he attributes to drainage and sanitary 
improvements. 

A resolution endorsing the action of the 
Travis County Medical Society, in refusing to 
treat with irregular practitioners, gave rise to 
a somewhat prolonged and heated discussion. 
A certain member of the convention having 
acted upon a State Medical Examining 
Board, composed in part of irregulars. The 
Travis County Society was finally sustained, 
but the offending brother was exhonorated 
from blame. 

A sumptuous banquet was provided for tke 
members, to which an address was delivered 
by Dr. Kelly, President of the State Associa- 
tion. 

Several interesting papers and reports were 
read in the subsequent proceedings of the 
body which we cannot notice at present. 





BOOK NOTICES. 

MopDERN THERAPEUTICS.—A compendium 
of recent formule, approved treatmeat and 
specific methods in Medicine and Surgery, 
with an appendix on hypodermic medication 


inhalation, aeration, and other remedial 
agents and therapeutic methods of recent in- 
troduction. By George H. Napheys, A. M., 
M. D. Fourth edition, re-written and en- 
larged. Philadelphia, D. G. Brinton. 


Medical men will be glad to learn that a 
new and revised edition of this valuable work 
is in hand for distribution. We are acquaint- 
ed with no single production which can so 
nearly place in the hands of the practitioner, 
as a book of reference, the accumulated im- 
provements of modern therapeutics. A new 
division on surgical therapeutics is added, 
and the section on’ diseases of women and 
children are much enlarged. Numerous val- 
uable formule are embodied in the work. 
The diseases are alphabetically arranged 
under the general nosological division to 
which they belong. Thetreatmentasrecom- 
mended by different practitioners is stated, 
and that by thé various hospitals in each 
disease, followed by a resume of tlhe more 1m- 
portant remedies used. We hesitate not to 
recommend this work as a very valuable pro- 
duction. 





